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Introduction

While the collective struggles against forms of gendered subordination have always been a part of the American political landscape, our understandings of gendered categories and our explanations of gender difference have not been as constant. In effect, the very definitions of masculinity and femininity have been constructed differently over time and influenced and altered by racial and ethnic sensibilities, by changes in political processes and institutions, and by different forms of sexual expression. 

In this class we begin by focusing on key trajectories in feminist theory, particularly as it manifested itself in the U.S. and in relationship to feminist social movements of the 19th and 20th century.  In particular, we review concepts in the formation of liberal and radical feminisms, Marxist and socialist feminisms, postmodern and post-structural feminisms, and U.S. “third world feminism.” The class proceeds by focusing on the intersections of gender, race, and class and resistance as they are manifest in the writings by women of color in the U.S. and by the emergence of postcolonial feminist theory outside the U.S. We examine both the key concepts and tensions in these areas of feminist thought as well as their relationship to transnational feminist practices. 

We will also explore the larger discourse surrounding gender that emanated from these various movements in feminist thought; in particular, examining how subjects and identities were constituted and challenged, how hegemonic meanings of gender were challenged, and how new meanings were produced. As such, much of the course constitutes an examination of gender as a discursive project. 

The final portion of the class builds from the first sections and examines the epistemological and ontological questions raised by feminist theory and the manner in which it informs the production of knowledge in social science research. That is, we look both at the philosophical challenges to the disciplines as well as the new directions in research and, by extension, new avenues of political practice that emanate from these writings. 

What is expected:

Readings and Class Participation

Because this is a graduate level seminar, the reading materials and ensuing class discussion are central to the class. In short, the course will require a considerable amount of dedication to reading and research, as well as active and sustained participation and engagement. As such, I expect you to come to class on time, having completed all the readings for the week and prepared to engage the authors. 

To be clear, my definition of class participation does not include merely showing up for class. It does include asking questions and making observations which demonstrate that the reading assignments have been completed, sharing experiences, and thoughtfully responding to the ideas offered by your classmates, the authors we read, and/or me. It is important for us to take responsibility for our own learning, as well as teaching and learning from each other. My job is to organize our class, to facilitate our discussion, to engage in making meaning with you, and to help with any difficulties that may arise as we engage in work this semester. Your job is quite different: to immerse yourself in the material and to come to class prepared to share your understanding of it, your questions, about it, and your ideas about its implications.

In addition to completing the required readings for each day of class you will also be expected to keep up with current events surrounding gender politics in the local newspapers and through the internet. To facilitate this, I have set up a section of my web page that will provide direct access to readings in the class as well as a range of important web resources and additional learning opportunities. The URL for the webpage is www.AnnaSampaio.com.


To accomplish all of this, you should be mindful of the amount of time you will need to complete course readings and assignments prior to coming to class. The best way to deal with this work load is think ahead about when to schedule this time in your regular work week. I encourage everyone to develop a calendar for the semester where they can map out the specific times they will devote to the class, as well as the time they will devote to other commitments in their life (i.e. other classes, work, family). No student should expect to succeed in this course if they do not allocate substantial amount of time and discipline to completing the readings and assignments.

Attendance


We are a small intellectual community in this seminar, and because of that your attendance and participation at each class is of vital importance. In effect, we will listen and learn from each other and teach each other throughout the semester. As such, attendance at all class meetings is required and you are expected to arrive on time and prepared to engage in informed dialogue about each week’s assigned readings. Students who are absent from class for any reason are responsible for securing copies of notes and any additional photocopied materials from other students in the class.
Assignments

In addition to the completing the assigned readings and participating in class discussions, you will also be required to complete the following assignments for this course:
1. Weekly Response Question

2. Presentation on Readings (2-3 times depending on size)
3. Response Paper for Readings

4. A Research Paper and/or Research Design (broken up into three separate papers due at various times throughout the semester – thesis/hypothesis statement, literature review, methodological discussion, description of project and potential problems)
5. In-Class Exercises

· Weekly Response Question: Each week you are required to write one substantive discussion question drawn from the week’s assigned readings. Please make your question brief, no more than a sentence or two. Following your question please include 1-2 paragraphs placing your question in some sort of interpretive context (i.e. Why this question? What about the readings engendered this question?).  We will use your questions as the basis for class discussion – in short, the better the questions, the better the discussions. Aim for substance, clarity, and brevity. Please e-mail a copy of your question and paragraph(s) to me no later than 24 hours before the start of class. 
· Presentation on Readings:

In conjunction with one or more student(s) you will be responsible for leading two discussions on the assigned readings. You will be responsible for the following in the presentations:  
a. Briefly reviewing key points in the literature assigned for that day

b. Placing the readings in a context to help others understand and facilitate class discussion.

c. Lead off discussion and stimulate others to participate by sharing your questions, your rationales for writing them. The goal is to briefly present ideas and then to engage your classmates so please be mindful that the presentation is a dialogue and not a monologue.

Ultimately, I want to encourage you to do more than simply lecture to the class or read from a script of carefully prepared notes. Making use of alternative means of communication (i.e. film clips, audio tapes, games) will not only enhance the experience but your grade as well. 

· Presentation paper:

This paper will be written in conjunction with the class presentation assignment. Specifically, in this paper you will conduct an analysis and comparison of the works reviewed in your class presentation. The paper must be a minimum of 5 pages in length and will be due in class one week after your class presentation. In this and all papers for this class, you will be expected to follow the conventions of advanced writing, meaning that you employ a recognized style manual (i.e. APA, Chicago, APSA), you completely document all quoted or consulted sources and you proofread for clarity, organization, and grammar. 
· Research Paper or Research Design and Presentation 
You will be expected to complete a research paper or research design as the final project for the class (which project you choose should depend on your status in the program and your prospects for completing a dissertation related to feminist theory).  Regardless of whether you are working on a full research project or a research design, your project must have some basic components, including:

a. A clearly articulated hypothesis and/or research question related to some aspect of feminist theory, including a discussion of the topic’s relevance.

b. A literature review that contextualizes the topic and engages feminist theory (your literature review will obviously go beyond the scope of our reading list and should include references in relevant journals, books, and book chapters)

c. A description of the methods that will be utilized to examine the central hypothesis and/or thesis question. This should include potential problems, tensions, and limitations that may arise in the course of the examination.
d. A discussion of the results and/or a discussion of the expected outcomes and implications of the research.

e. A bibliography 
The first half of the final project (specifically the thesis, the description of its’ importance and the literature review will be due approximately half way through the semester on Week Eight/March 12th. Your completed research paper will be due the last week of class on Friday, May 9th by 5pm (you can either drop off a hard copy in the office or mail your paper directly to me), and you will be asked to make a 15-20 minute presentation of your research during the final class meeting.  
Other Important Elements of the Class:

Office Hours and Contact Outside of Class
I have reserved office hours specifically for students in this course between 12-1pm and 5:30-7:00pm on Wednesdays. If you need to speak with me outside of class, I highly recommend you stop by my office during my office hours. If you need to speak with me outside of class and cannot make these scheduled office hours, I recommend emailing me. As a rule of thumb, I will check and respond to emails Monday-Friday but will not review course emails on Saturday or Sunday. In addition, I will make every effort to respond to your emails within 24 hours or sooner. 

I understand that there may be times when you may need to speak with me outside of class but cannot make the scheduled office hours. I will be glad to schedule an additional appointment time; however, please note that I will be traveling a great deal this semester which will greatly restrict my availability outside regular office hours. Ultimately, I will do everything I can to accommodate special requests and ask that you be flexible.  
Extension and Late Paper Policy
All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the specified due date. No excuses will be made except for death in your immediate family or your own hospitalization (which must be accompanied by medical verification). Late assignments will be marked down a half letter grade for each day they are late (i.e. from an A to an A-) with no exceptions. I reserve the right not to accept a late assignment at all as such do not expect to turn in an assignment late and automatically receive partial credit. In extreme extenuating circumstances, I will provide a make-up assignment. However, regardless of the circumstances that prompt the make-up work all such assignments will be much more rigorous and challenging and will hold the student to a higher standard, making a passable grade much more difficult to achieve. This additional work and more difficult grading reflect a sense of fairness to students who did the work on time and are specifically meant as a disincentive to turn in work late. 

Grading Scale

Final grades will be assigned on the following scale (based on points achieved divided by total possible points):

	A= 94-100% 
	A-=90-93%
	B+=87-90%
	B=84-86% 

	B-= 80-83%
	C+= 77-80%
	C=74-76%
	C-=70-73%

	D+= 67-70%
	D=64-66%
	D-=60-63
	F > 60%


Grades on a break point will be assigned a letter grade at the instructor's discretion based on an evaluation of overall class performance.

Determining Your Course Grade

Your final grade will be determined according to the following criteria:

	Class Participation (including weekly response questions and in-class exercises)
	40%

	Presentation of Readings 
	15%

	Presentation Paper
	!5%

	First Half of Final Project
	10%

	Final Paper and Presentation
	20%


Plagiarism Policy


Because plagiarism continues to be a problem affecting the quality of student work at the university, the following policy on plagiarism will be vigorous enforced. 

You are expected to do you own work. All work submitted should include citations when other's work is included with your own. Representation of other's work as your own is considered cheating. This includes plagiarism, using work purchased from "paper mills" and the sharing of test answers. (To be clear, plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: using concepts, ideas, and quotes from another source without properly attributing them, submitting work done for one course in order to satisfy a requirement of another course unless the instructors of the respective courses have been informed and approved multiple submissions). 
If I suspect a case of plagiarism, I will immediately report the case to the Chair of the Department. If a finding of plagiarism has been made the student shall be assigned a grade of ‘F’ in the course. Student’s accused of plagiarism may also be referred to the external university committees for review.
Ultimately, cheating diminishes the value of the learning environment and the value of your own learning. If you find yourself struggling in this course, please contact me in advance. Also, please note that I will be using detection software to review any suspicious behavior or assignments that appear to contain some instance of cheating or plagiarism.
Texts

The following texts are required reading for the class:

· Rosemarie Putnam Tong. 1998. Feminist Thought: A More Comprehensive Introduction. Second Edition. Colorado and UK: Westview Press. 
· Carol R. McCann and Seung-Kyung Kim. 2003. Feminist Theory Reader: Local and Global Perspectives. UK: Routledge (referred to as FTR in the syllabus)
· Chandra Talpade Mohanty. 2003. Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity. Durham and London: Duke University Press.
· Nancy Naples. 2003. Feminism and Method: Ethnography, Discourse Analysis and Activist Research. New York and London: Routledge. 

· Mary Hawkesworth. Feminist Inquiry: From Political Conviction to Methodological Innovation. New Jersey and London: Rutgers University Press. 
· Inderpal Grewal. 2006. Transnational America: Feminisms, Diasporas, Neoliberalisms. Durham and London: Duke University Press. 
Additional handouts and online material. Reading material listed as “online” can be found at my website: www.annasampaio.com (under the section entitled “Current Classes”)
Note: I reserve the right to send students to attend a lecture, view a movie or attend an extracurricular event in lieu of any of the course material.

Course Outline

Week One: January 23rd
	Topics:

· Introductions: Expectations for the class

· Framework for the Class


	Read: 

No readings prior to class
	Notes: 

· Attend lecture by Nancy Naples - “ Crossing Borders: Linking Local Struggles with Transnational Politics” 
Thursday 1/24, 4:30-6:00pm

      Crockett Building


Week Two: January30th

	Topics:

· Feminist Pedagogy and the Politics of the Classroom

· Feminist Theory and Practice
· Politics of Resistance in the University

	Read: 

· bell hooks, "Introduction,” “Engaged Pedagogy," and “Theory as Liberatory Practice” in Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom (online)

· Paulo Freire, "Pedagogy of the Oppressed," (online)

· Charlotte Bunch, “Not By Degrees: Feminist Theory and Education.”in Learning Our Way: Essays in Feminist Education (online)

· “Introduction. Papelitos Guardados: Theorizing Latinidades Through Testimonio,” Telling to Live: Latina Feminist Testimonios (online)
· Aurora Levins Morales, “Certified Organic Intellectual,” Telling to Live: Latina Feminist Testimonios (online)
· Latina Anonima, “Between Perfection and Invisibility,” “Welcome to the Ivory Tower,” “Don’t You Like Being in the University,” Telling to Live: Latina Feminist Testimonios (online)

	Notes: 

· In class assignment Complete intellectual autobiography:

· This is who I am

· This is what I believe
· Sign up for presentations

· Weekly Response Question


Week Three: February 6th

	Topics: 

· Competing

Definitions and Discourse in Feminist Theory


	Read:

· Rosemarie Tong, “Introduction: The Diversity of Feminist Thinking,” Feminist Thought
· Inji Aflatun, “We Egyptian Women,” FTR
· Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, “Introduction,” FTR
· Elizabeth Martinez, “La Chicana,” FTR
· Bonnie Kreps, “Radical Feminism 1,” FTR
· bell hooks, “Feminism: A Movement to End Sexists Oppression,” FTR
· Christine Delphy, “Rethinking Sex and Gender,” FTR
· Amirita Basu, “Globalization of the Local/Localization of the Global,” FTR
· Chandra Mohanty, Part I, Chapter 1, “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses,” in Feminism Without Borders
	Notes:

· Weekly Response Question


Week Four: February 13th

	Topics:

· Feminist Theory and Practice in Historical Perspective

· Liberal Feminisms v. Radical Feminisms
· Sexuality and Queer Theory 


	Read

· Rosemarie Tong, Chapters 1-2, “Liberal Feminism,” and “Radical Feminism: Libertarian and Cultural Perspectives,” Feminist Thought
· Anne Koedt, “The Myth of the Vaginal Orgasm,” FTR
· Monique Witting, “One is Not Born a Woman,” FTR
· Audre Lorde, “I Am Your Sister: Black Women Organizing Across Sexualities,” FTR
· Gayatri Gopinath, “Funny Boys and Girls; Notes on a Queer South Asian Planet,” FTR
· Karin Aguilar-San Juan, “Going Home: Enacting Justice in Queer Asian America,” FTR
	Notes:

· Weekly Response Question


Week Five: February 20th

	Topics: 

· Feminist Theory and Practice in Historical Perspective

· Marxist/Socialist Feminisms
	Read:

· Rosemarie Tong, Chapter 3, “Marxist and Socialist Feminism,” Feminist Thought
· Heidi Hartman, “The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism: Toward a More Progressive Union,” FTR
· Linda Y.C. Lim, “Capitalism, Imperialism, and Patriarchy: The Dilemma of Third-World Women Workers in Multinational Factories,” FTR
· Maxine Molyneux, “Mobilization without Emancipation? Women’s Interests, the State, and Revolution in Nicaragua,” FTR
	Notes:

· Weekly Response Question



Week Six: February 27th

	Topics:

· Feminist Theory and Practice in Historical Perspective

· Postmodernism, Poststructuralism, and Postcolonial Feminist Theory
	Read: 

· Rosemarie Tong, Chaper 6, “Postmodern Feminism,” Feminist Thought
· Lata Mani, “Multiple Mediations: Feminist Scholarship in the Age of Multinational Reception,” FTR
· Joan W. Scott, “Deconstructing Equality-Versus-Difference: Or, the Uses of Postructuralist Theory for Feminism,” FTR
· Donna Haraway, “Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspective,” FTR
· Norma Alarcon, “The Theoretical Subject(s) of This Bridge Called My Back and Anglo-American Feminism,” FTR
· Judith Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory,” FTR
· Carolyn Sorisio, “A Tale of Two Feminisms: Power and Victimization in Contemporary Feminist Debate,” FTR
	Notes:

· Weekly Response Question


Week Seven: March 5th

	Topics:

· Feminist Theory and Practice in Historical Perspective

· Women of Color engaging Feminist Theory
· Race and Nationalism 
	Read: 

· Rosemarie Tong, Chapter 7, “Multicultural and Global Feminism,” Feminist Thought
· The Combahee River Collective, “ A Black Feminist Statement,” FTR
· Donna Kate Rush, “The Bridge Poem,” FTR

· Mitsuye Yamada, “Invisibility Is an Unnatural Disaster: Reflections of an Asian American Woman,” FTR

· Gloria Anzaldua, “La Conciencia de la Mestiza: Towards a New Consciousness,” FTR

· Angela P. Harris, “Race and Essentialism in Feminist Legal Theory,” in Critical Race Feminism
· Sandoval, Chela. “U.S. Third World Feminism: The Theory and Method of Oppositional Consciousness in the Postmodern World," (online)
· Nikol Alexander-Floyd, Chps1-2, "Toward a Black Feminist Frame of Reference: Gender, Nationalism and the Ironies of Black Politics," and "'We Shall Have Our Manhood': Black Macho, the Black Cultural Pathology Paradigmn, and the Million Man March," in Gender, Race, and Nationalism in Contemporary Black Politics (online). 

 


	Notes:

· Guest Lecture: Nikol Alexander-Floyd
· Weekly Response Question 


Week Eight: March 12th

	Topics:

· Intersectionality and Feminist Politics
· Postcolonial Feminist Theory
	Read: 

· Chandra Mohanty, “Introduction,” and Chapters 2-8, Feminism Without Borders
· Mallika Dutt, “Some Reflections on U.S. Women of Color and the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women and NGO Forum in Bejing, China,” FTR
· Marie-Aimee Helie-Lucas, “The Preferential Symbol for Islamic Identity: Women in Muslim Personal Laws,” FTR
· Anna Sampaio, 2004. "Transnational Feminisms in a New Global Matrix,” International Feminist Journal of Politics,

http://www.lawphil.net/international/treaties/conv_nonum_1949.html
· Rothenberg, Paula. 1990. "The Construction, Deconstruction, and Reconstruction of Difference," Hypatia, vol.5, no.1 (Spring 1990) (online)
	Notes:

· Part I of final paper due at the beginning of class (includes thesis statement, description of importance and literature review. See fuller description under “assignments” above). 
· Weekly Response Question


Week Nine: March 19th

	Spring Break Week! – No Classes


Week Ten: March 26th

	Topics: 

· Intersectionality and Feminist Theory

· Feminist Theory as Discourse and as Methodology

	Read 

· Kimberele Williams Crenshaw, “Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscriminaiton Doctrine, Feminist Theory and Antiracist Politics,” in Critical Race Feminism (online)

· Iris Marion Young, “The Logic of Masculinist Protection: Reflections on the Current Security State,” Signs, vol. 29, no.1 (www.journals.uchicago.edu/Signs/journal/issues/v29n1/290118/290118.web.pdf)

· Ange-Marie Hancock, “When Multiplication Doesn’t Equal Quick Addition: Examining Intersectionality as a Research Paradigm,” Perspectives on Politics, March 2007. Vol.5, No.1. 
· Mary Hawkesworth.”Congressional Enactments of Race-Gender: Toward a Theory of Race-Gendered Institutions,” American Political Science Review, Vol.97,No.5, November 2003.
	Notes:

· Weekly Response Question



Week Eleven: April 2nd 

	Topics: 

· Espistemology, Feminist Methodology, the the Politics of Methods
· Standpoint Epistemologies
	Read:

· Nancy Naples, Part I -3, Feminism and Method

	Notes:

· Weekly Response Question

· Attend IWR Lecture by Agatha Beins, “Sisters Rise Up: Feminist Periodicals and the Production of Feminist Identities and Communities,” April 3




Week Twelve: April 9th

	Topics:

· Feminist Ethnography

· Femininist Materialism, Discourse Analysis and Policy Studies


	Read: 

· Nancy Naples, Part IV and V, Feminism and Method

	Notes: 

· Weekly Response Question




Week Thirteen: April 16th

	Topics 

· Feminist Knowledge Production
· Truth, Objectivity, and the Politics of Social Science Research

· Methodological Innovations
	Read

· Mary Hawkesworth, Parts I-II, Feminist Inquiry

	Notes:

· Weekly Response Question
· Guest Lecture: Mary Hawkesworth



Week Fourteen: April 23rd

	Topics:

· Feminist Theory and Political Solidarity
	Read:

· Chandra  Mohanty, Part Three, Chapter 9, “Under Western Eyes” Revisited: Feminist Solidarity through Anticapitalist Struggles,” Feminism Without Borders
· Inderpal Grewal, Transnational America
	Notes:

· Weekly Response Question 




Week Fifteen: April 30th

	Topics:

· Open
	Read:

· TBD
	Notes:

· Weekly Response Question




Week Sixteen: May 7th

	Topics:

· Summary and Class Presentations
	Read:

· No new readings
	Notes:

· Final presentations based on final research papers
· Final research paper due by Friday May 9th



